
Sunday 28 January 2024 - Accountability and Authority


Call to Worship	 Based on Isaiah 60.1-2 by Rev. Darryl Macdonald

Awake my body, awake my soul! 
Let the light of God shine from the core of your being. 
Let the light of the Holy One radiate from your heart to your head, 
   to your fingers and toes, 
      bringing light to the dark places so that everyone sees God’s dawning in you. 
Awake my sacred being. 

Song	 Sing Till Sundown VU78


Lighting the Christ Candle	 by Rev. Darryl Macdonald

We sit in winter darkness; 
   people displaced, bombed out, homes destroyed or unaffordable, 
      forests cleared and soil poisoned, air polluted and water unsafe. 
These are dark days. 
God says: light a light for those who dwell in darkness. 

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it. 

Candle is lit	 Kindle A Flame To Lighten The Dark VU19  

Centring and Land Acknowledgment	 by Rev. Darryl Macdonald

Worship helps us to become aware of our sacredness. 
We take this time to centre ourselves in the sacred love of God. 
Close you eyes and allow yourself to sit in darkness. 
Breathe in thinking ‘I Am’ and breathe out thinking ‘Sacred’. 
Become aware of your connection to the earth beneath you, and give thanks. 
Give thanks for the first people of this land who have called it home for millennia, 
      including the Abenakis, Algonquin, Eeyou, Huron-Wendat, Innu, 
         Kanien’kehá:ka, Mi’kmaq and others. 
Give thanks that others found a home here: traders and settlers, 
   refugees and immigrants, from all over the world, and their progeny. 
Give thanks for the foundational energies of this land, 
   and honour the variety of wisdom, traditions, cultural identities, 
      religious beliefs, politics, and languages in this land. 
Give thanks for the hundreds of thousands of lives of those 
   who crawl or swim, root or fly; the plants and animals that are part of this land. 
And give thanks to God, joining our hearts and minds as one 
   to honour all the sacred beings, and commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation, 
      the pursuit of justice, and to the wellbeing of all life who call this land ‘home.’ 
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Accountability	 Deuteronomy 18.15-20 New	Revised	Standard	Version,	Updated	Edi5on.	
	 Copyright	©	2021	Na5onal	Council	of	Churches	of	Christ	in	the	United	States	of	America.


15 “The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own 
people; you shall heed such a prophet. 16 This is what you requested of  the Lord your 
God at Horeb on the day of  the assembly when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the 
voice of  the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17 Then the Lord 
replied to me, ‘They are right in what they have said. 18  I will raise up for them a 
prophet like you from among their own people; I will put my words in the mouth of  the 
prophet, who shall speak to them everything that I command. 19 Anyone who does not 
heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name, I myself  will hold accountable. 
20  But any prophet who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not 
commanded the prophet to speak or who speaks in the name of  other gods, that 
prophet shall die.’ 

Song	 When Pain Of The World VU598 

Authority	 Mark 1.21-28 New	Revised	Standard	Version,	Updated	Edi5on.	
	 Copyright	©	2021	Na5onal	Council	of	Churches	of	Christ	in	the	United	States	of	America.


21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, he entered the synagogue and 
taught. 22  They were astounded at his teaching, for he taught them as one having 
authority and not as the scribes. 23 Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an 
unclean spirit, 24 and he cried out, “What have you to do with us, Jesus of  Nazareth? 
Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are, the Holy One of  God.” 25 But Jesus 
rebuked him, saying, “Be quiet and come out of  him!” 26  And the unclean spirit, 
convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of  him. 27 They were all amazed, 
and they kept on asking one another, “What is this? A new teaching—with authority! He 
commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28 At once his fame began to 
spread throughout the surrounding region of  Galilee. 

Song	 Out Of The Depths, O God, We Call To You VU611


Minister’s Reflection


Offering Time	  

Song	 Lord, Speak To Me VU589 

A Time for Prayer and Meditation 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The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
   your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil, 
   for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 

Blessing	 by Rev. Darryl Macdonald 
God speaks through the trees, the waters and the winds. 
God speaks through the creatures and God speaks through you. 
Be mindful of the voice of God within and all around you. 
Choose your words with wisdom and love, 
   and you will be a prophet to the nations and a song to creation. 

Song	 The Day You Gave Us, God, Is Ended VU437

Page 3


